African American bereaved family members' perceptions of the quality of hospice care: lessened disparities, but opportunities to improve remain.
Previous research has documented striking disparities in bereaved family members' perceptions of the quality of end-of-life care between African American and white decedents. Using data from the 2005 repository of the Family Evaluation of Hospice Care survey, we examined whether this disparity in quality of end-of-life care persists once an African American is enrolled in hospice. Of the 121,817 decedents whose proxies were surveyed, 4,095 were non-Hispanic black (African American), and 97,525 were non-Hispanic white. There were no statistically significant differences with regard to decedents' gender. Length of stay on hospice was similar across racial groups. Although previous research has demonstrated striking disparities in the perceived quality of end-of-life care, we found that there were either no differences (quality ratings scores) or less of a disparity in perceptions of concerns with the quality of end-of-life care when compared to the results of a previously reported national mortality follow-back survey, suggesting that though disparities in perceptions of care at end of life persist, on hospice they improve to some degree.